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Dear Friends,
 
It is with great excitement that I share with you our hopes for our Landmark Preservation Campaign. As 
members and friends of the Fourth Universalist Society, we are blessed as stewards of one of New York 
City’s most beautiful religious spaces. For more than 120 years, our “Cathedral of Universalism” has been a 
sacred place of reflection, peace, and community.  It has stood for justice and equality, hope and human 
progress.
 
Today, we have a chance to build on this wonderful legacy. Our community has taken up the mantle of our 
past and begun reinventing it for the 21st century. Our work as a sanctuary congregation speaks to our 
national moment when human dignity must be defended against forces of destruction and division. The 
youthfulness of our members, making us perhaps the youngest UU congregation in America, speaks to our 
desire to imagine and create the religious community of the future. Our thriving religious education 
program gives us hope that the generations to come will be inspired by our progressive message of love, 
freedom, and reason. 
 
And yet, in the midst of all of this growth, even as attendance has doubled over the past three years, even 
as our community has made national headlines for our justice work, even as our per family annual pledge 
has increased 100%, we know that we are threatened by an ever-present reality. Our beautiful building is 
decaying rapidly, our roof and tower victims of years of deferred maintenance. Our architects have warned 
us that they will not last another winter.
 
Our Landmark Preservation Campaign seeks to raise $1.5 million dollars to ensure that our building can be 
saved. All money raised will go to restore the roof and tower. And we are fortunate now, that if we are 
successful, we are financially healthy enough to ensure regular maintenance. We just need a clean slate.
 
A successful campaign, with your help, means that the congregation can continue to grow and flourish. With 
a new roof, the sanctuary can be repainted, the stone and the wood refinished and repaired, making our 
sacred space as stunning as it was in 1897. With a new roof, we can build the foundations for long-lasting 
financial health, funneling our resources to expand and grow our ministries, and deepening the profound 
spiritual work our congregation believes in.  
 
To pave the way to this wonderful future, we need your help. We must raise the funds needed to restore 
our building so that our future remains bright.
 
We are already well on our way. Generous neighbors have already contributed over $500,000. We have 
received a grant for an additional $500,000. We look to you, now, to get us the rest of the way. I hope you 
will help us and give what you can. Together, we can ensure that our congregation continues to make a 
profound difference in the lives of us all, and our world.
 
With hope and love,
 
 
Rev. Schuyler Vogel 1



WHO WE ARE

1) The inherent worth and dignity of 
every person;
 
2) Justice, equity, and compassion in 
human relations
 
3) Acceptance of one another and 
encouragement to spiritual growth in 
our congregations
 
4) A free and responsible search for 
truth and meaning
 
5) The right of conscience and the use 
of the democratic process within our 
congregations and in society at large
 
6) The goal of world community with 
peace, liberty, and justice for all
 
7) Respect for the interdependent web 
of all existence of which we are a part

People can be surprised to learn that 
Christians, Jews, atheists, mystics, 
Muslims, scientists, pagans, and 
Buddhists can all be members of the same 
religious community. Our Unitarian 
Universalist tradition welcomes people of 
all beliefs, grounded always in love and 
justice. We affirm the importance of 
freedom of conscience that empowers us 
to ask questions, trust our experiences, 
and follow our own spiritual path in the 
midst of a loving, trustful community.
 
Ours is the tradition of Ralph Waldo 
Emerson and Susan B. Anthony, Frank 
Lloyd Wright and E.E. Cummings, John 
Adams and Louisa May Alcott. Here, each 
person is important and we are 
passionate about advocating for justice 
and a better world. We love the arts, 
embrace science, and believe that we can 
do more good together than apart. We 
gather for the joy of community and 
friendship across all ages, to live with 
deeper meaning, love, and hope. 

TOGETHER, WE AFFIRM 
SEVEN PRINCIPLES:

FOURTH UNIVERSALIST 101
Founded:

Building Built:
Adult Membership:

Children and Youth:
Average Sunday Attendance:

1838
1897
152
35
130



OUR HISTORY 
AND BUILDING

Our congregation’s first home was downtown, and over the years we moved steadily northward. In 
1898, we built our current home, dubbed at the time “the Cathedral of Universalism.” The architect,  
William Appleton Potter, based the design closely upon Magdalen Tower, Oxford. A rare design in  
English Perpendicular Gothic, it received praise from notable architects including  Frank Lloyd 
Wright,  whose daughter was married at the church. 

In 1848, we changed our name to the Church of the Divine Paternity and officially returned to the 
name of Fourth Universalist Society in the City of New York, in 1967. Over the years our congregation  
attracted notable personalities such as P. T. Barnum, Horace Greeley, and the Carnegie family.

The church houses several significant artistic works, including an altar by    
    Louis Comfort Tiffany, a bronze relief sculpture by Augustus Saint-Gaudens,
         a mosaic by R. H. Robertson, and stained glass windows by Clayton and 
            Bell of London. The organ was donated by Andrew Carnegie and his 
              wife, Louise Carnegie, the latter who was a member of the congregation.
                Originally designed and constructed by the Hutchings-Votey Organ 
                 Company of Boston, the organ was rebuilt and revised by the 
                 Ernest M. Skinner Company.

                                                              In the 1980s, the congregation received inquiries from developers           
                                                          eager to obtain the church’s choice property location. Instead, the 
                                                       congregation joined with community activists, preservationists, and 
                                                   neighbors to form Save Our Universalist Landmark 
                                             (SOUL) and successfully raised funds for maintenance 
                                      and capital improvements. In return for these funds, the 
church promised not to exercise its development rights for a certain number 
of years, one of the first such agreements of its kind. 

Most recently, in February 2017, our congregation voted unanimously to 
become a sanctuary congregation to protect undocumented Americans 
from deportation. Several weeks later, our building was vandalized by 
swastikas and hate speech. The incident garnered national media 
attention and a year later, we accepted our first family into sanctuary.
 

Fourth Universalist began in 1838 
as New York City’s fourth congregation devoted 
to the Universalist faith. Seven communities would 
eventually be founded, but today, we are the last 
historically Universalist congregation in the city.



COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT
Beyond serving as the spiritual home for our members, Fourth Universalist has long 
been a center for community life on the Upper West Side. Our location and space 
allow us the ability to host numerous neighborhood events and activities. Within the 
past two year alone, this has included hosting groups and events like the following:

Nightly addiction recovery groups

Weekly free and reduced legal aid for tenants and those facing housing insecurity

Weekly programs for immigrants through the Andrew Romay New Immigrant Center

Weekly free play for neighborhood children in our gym

Gathering space for those concerned about over-development on the Upper West Side

Meeting space for activists like SURJ – Showing Up for Racial Justice

Hosting vigils, including an interfaith event following the turmoil in Charlottesville,

that brought religious and community leaders together to stand against hate

In addition to these programs,
our congregation is committed to a mission

of community engagement, connection, and
 betterment. It’s why we have been a leading voice

 in the sanctuary movement, hosting a family in
 danger of deportation within our building.

 
Our work for justice lead us to partner 

with many friends in the community, including
Congregation Rodeph Shalom, the Society for the

Advancement of Judaism, Rutgers Presbyterian
 Church, The New York Society for Ethical Culture,

 Congregation Ansche Chesed, B’nai Jeshurun,
 St. Paul & St. Andrews United Methodist Church,

 JCC Manhattan, and West End Synagogue.
 We believe that the more connections

 we can build between one another,
 the stronger our community will be!



OUR CAMPAIGN 
NUMBERS

Due to the urgency of repairs we have secured two loans: a $350,000 loan from The 
New York Landmarks Conservancy with an interest rate of 3.69% and a $750,000 loan 
from TD Bank with an interest rate of 4.3%. 

$1.5 MILLION DOLLARSOur campaign to raise 
for our building is already well on its way. 

from a New York State Preservation Grant
 
from our generous neighbors
 
from members of our congregation

$500,000 
 
$530,000 
 
$125,000 

So far, the following amounts have been pledged:

If used, annual repayment would require immediate annual budgeting of $99,744 for loan repayments. 
While we are capable of restoring the roof and the tower with the help of loans, we know that to 
exercise these loans without repaying them back quickly will require the congregation to pay a 
significant interest rate. Should we be forced into a lengthy and costly loan repayment plan, we believe 
that the congregation’s long-term financial stability will be undermined. Our goal then, is to pay back the 
loans as quickly as possible by raising the full cost of the roof and tower repairs.

still needed to meet our goal$345,000 



There is years of deferred maintenance at Fourth Universalist. 
 
Of this deferred maintenance, several repairs needs were  
deemed urgent. They included replacing the roof, both the flat 
roofs and the pitched roof, and conducting significant repairs to 
the tower. This work would cost roughly 1.5 million dollars. 
 
Within the past year, the architects’ predictions began coming
true. The flat roofs, which cover the offices and the school, failed. 
Buckets were placed throughout the building to catch cascading 
water. Fortunately, we had money on hand to begin emergency 
repairs and successfully sealed them. This was work that needed 
to happen, and we are glad to have done it. 
 
As soon as we can financially, restoration of the roof and the
tower will begin. The roof will be replaced entirely and will be 
sealed with slate, the original material that is projected to last 
roughly 100 years (far longer than the asphalt we currently 
have). The tower roof will also be re-done, as will the stonework 
surrounding the entire roof . The work will also make the roof 
and tower accessible, which they currently are not, allowing for 
greater levels of inspection and upkeep. 
 
Our hope is to begin work in the spring or early summer, 
completing the roof, tower, and accessibility ramp by the late fall. 
After we finish, we can then turn to other less urgent (and costly) 
repairs, such as the interior paint, stonework, and woodwork, 
making our interior space even more beautiful.
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ARCHITECTURAL 
NEEDS

Roughly five years ago, Fourth Universalist conducted 
an architectural survey to ascertain the needs of our aging building. 
Conducted by architects recommended by The New York Landmarks 
Conservancy who specialize in historic churches, we learned several things:



Gifts to Fourth Universalist are tax-deductible 
and may be made in the following ways:

Cash: Your one-time gift is tax deductible for the year in which it was received, and can be given by 
check, cash or credit card. Checks can be mailed to our office at Fourth Universalist or given directly 
to Rev. Schuyler Vogel or Sheila Powers. Credit card gifts can be made directly on our website at 
www.4thu.org/give-online. Click to the link to select the Landmark Preservation Campaign Fund. 
All funds will be deposited in a restricted fund for building preservation.
 
Pledges: Pledging your gift, over a period of two years, is a popular way to support the Campaign 
and may enable you to increase the size of your gift. Payments can be made monthly, quarterly or 
annually with deductibility for each payment in the year it was made.
 
Others:
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our legal name is: The Fourth Universalist Society in the City of New York
Our tax ID number is: 13-1782494
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WAYS TO GIVE &
HOW TO HELP

If we are to preserve our building,
we need your help. We hope that you 
will consider a leadership gift today. 
Below are details about how to give and 
we hope you will be in touch with questions.

Additionally, we invite you to become a campaign leader, 
joining our team to help encourage others to give generously, 
and to work collaboratively with our ministers, staff, and campaign consultants. 
Please let us know if you are interested in sharing your leadership with us!

Gifts of Stock: Appreciated offer significant tax advantages and are easy to make. 
Please let us know if you plan to make a gift of stock and we will put you in touch 
with our financial advisor, Peter Bunitsky, at pbunitsky@jwburns.com.
 
Donor Advised Funds: We are eligible to receive contributions from your donor 
advised gift fund. Please follow the instructions provided by your fund regarding 
minimum contribution, the process for recommending grants, etc.
 
Real Estate, Annuities and Trusts: All qualify as charitable gifts that would benefit 
Fourth Universalist and can be directed to support our building. 
Please contact us for more information.




